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Please correct the above-referenced patent as shown on the enclosed form PTO/SB/44. 

15 Attached are copies of three pages showing that the errors occurred due to Office mistakes: 
page 3 of the Office Action mailed 04/1 1/2005, showing an Examiner's Amendment with 
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Applicants respectfully submit that the errors noted on the attached form PTO/SB/44 occurred 
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Claim 5, lines 39-40: replace "mirror to reflect separated from the switching prism light" with -mirror separated 
from the switching prism to reflect light- 
Claim 9, line 14: insert a comma (--,») after "facing the first collimator". 
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page 2, line 16, immediately after 'the first collimator,' insert separated from the 
switching prism. 

In page 2, line 19, immediately after 'the second collimator,' insert separated from the 
switching prism. 

In page 3, line 28, immediately after 'a fixed mirror" insert separated from the switching 
prism 

In page 5, line 3, immediately after 'the first collimator,' insert separated from the 
switching prism. 

In page 6, line 16, immediately after 'a fixed mirror* insert separated from the switching 
prism 



Claims 1-20 are allowed for the following reasons: 

The instant application is deemed to be directed to a nonobvious improvement over the 

invention patented in Pat. No. Chen et al. (US 6647173). 

Claim 1 is allowed because the prior art of record, taken alone or in 

combination, fails to disclose or render obvious a first/second fixed planar mirror facing 

the first/second collimator, separated from the switching prism, and aligned to reflect 

light from the first/second input fiber into the first /second output fiber when the 

switching prism is in the second position in combination with the rest of the limitations of 

the base claim. Claims 2-4 depend on claim 1 and therefore they are also allowed. 



Reason for Allowance 
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(original) The switch of claim 1, wherein: 

the first mirror is positioned substantially a distance D c away from an endface of the 

first collimator; and 
the switching prism is sized and positioned according to a relation 
S + (L/2 + W/2)/n = D c , 

wherein S is a distance between the endface of the first collimator and a transmissive 
face of the switching prism, W is a width of the switching prism along a 
direction parallel to a longitudinal central axis of the first collimator, L is a 
length of the switching prism along a direction perpendicular to the 
longitudinal central axis of the first collimator, and n is an index of refraction 
of the switching prism. 

15 5. (currently amended) An optical switching method comprising: 

positioning a switching prism in a first position in an optical path between a first dual- 
fiber collimator comprising a first pair of optical fibers, and a second dual-fiber 
collimator comprising a second pair of optical fibers, 
employing the switching prism in the first position to direct light from an input fiber of 
20 the fir st collimator into an output fiber of the second collimator, and to direct light 

from an input fiber of the second collimator into an output fiber of the first 
collimator; 

positioning the switching prism in a second position out of an optical path of light emitted 
from the input fiber of the first collimator and the input fiber of the second 
25 collimator; 

reflecting light emitted from the input fiber of the first collimator into the output fiber of 
the first collimator when the switching prism is in the second position; and 

using a fixed mirror to reflect reflecting light emitted from the input optical fiber of the 
second collimator into the output fiber of the second collimator when the 
30 switching prism is in the second position. 
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the switching prism is a dovetail prism. 



The switch of claim 1. wherein: 

the first mirror is positioned substantially a distance D c away from an endface of the 

first collimator; and 
the switching prism is sized and positioned according to a relation 
S + (L/2 + W/2)/n = D c , 

wherein S is a distance between the endface of the first collimator and a transmissive 
face of the switching prism, W is a width of the switching prism along a 
direction parallel to a longitudinal central axis of the first collimator, L is a 
length of the switching prism along a direction perpendicular to the 
'longitudinal central axis of the first collimator, and n is an index of refraction 
of the switching prism. 

An optical switching method comprising: 

positioning a switching prism in a first position in an optical path between a first dual- 
fiber collimator comprising a first pair of optical fibers, and a second dual-fiber 
collimator comprising a second pair of optica! fibers, 

employing the switching prism in the first position to direct light from an input fiber of 
the first collimator into an output fiber of the second collimator, and to direct light 
from an input fiber of the second collimator into an output fiber of the first 
collimator; 

positioning the switching prism in a second position out of an optical path of light emitted 
from the input fiber of the first collimator and the input fiber of the second 
collimator; 

reflecting light emitted from the input fiber of the first collimator into the output fiber of 
the first collimator when the switching prism is in the second position; and 

reflecting light emitted from the input optical fiber of the second collimator into the 
output fiber of the second collimator when the switching prism is in the second 
position. 
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